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	 LTJG Stephen Byus, SC, USN, of Reynoldsburg, Ohio, was killed in an attack 
that occurred September 15 just outside a U.S. Special Operations base in Kabul. 
Byus was on his third deployment, serving as a resolution specialist supervisor 
with the Defense Logistics Agency Maritime Supplier Operations. A car packed 
with explosives detonated near a convoy of armored vehicles. The convoy had just 
left a heavily fortified area near the U.S. Embassy, according to The Washington 
Post. He leaves behind his wife Valeria, daughter Alexandria, 9, and son Jacob, 
6. He was a member of the Ohio Chapter of the Navy Supply Corps Foundation.

Supply Corps officer  killed in Afghanistan

LTJG Stephen Byus

2015 Spirit Award: chapters compete for most new signups 
By RADM Linda Bird, SC, USN (Ret.), Board member

	 In 2013 the Spirit Award was estab-
lished as a means of addressing one of 
the ongoing goals of our Foundation 
… to ensure every Supply Corps of-
ficer, current, retired and former, has 
the opportunity to share the spirit of 
camaraderie and tradition of service 
that active members enjoy. Each chapter  
was challenged to add new members to 
the Foundation’s online membership 
database. The end result of this effort 
was the addition of almost 600 names. 
The Washington DC Chapter (Large 
category) and Newport (All Others cat-
egory) were recognized with a financial 

donation from the Foundation to support 
an event in keeping with the Commu-
nity Values and Traditions guidelines. The 
Tampa Bay, Great Salt Lake, and Sigonella 

chapters also received special recognition 
for their efforts. 
	 Based on the success of this endeav-

or, the Foundation Board recently 
approved a 2015 Spirit Award. The 
award will follow basically the same 
parameters as the 2013 effort. The 
Spirit Award will be given to the chap-
ters that add the most new members 
to the Foundation online membership 
database. Over a six month period, 
from 1 October 2014 through 30 April 
2015, chapters are encouraged to reach 
out to current, retired and former 
Supply Corps officers who are not 
currently signed up in the member-
ship database. The easiest and most 
effective way to capture their contact 

Help your local chapter win the 
Spirit Award. Sign up on the 
website at www.usnscf.com. 
Click on Log In to register.  
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Greetings from the Chairman
Great programs ahead 

CAPT John Kizer, SC, USN (Ret.)
FoundationChair@usnscf.com   

	 We just concluded an outstanding annual meeting of the 
Foundation Board of Directors with over 20 of our Chapter 
Presidents in attendance. It was a great opportunity for us to 
share with each other some ideas about activities and events 
we can pursue to continue to enhance the camaraderie and 
good works our Foundation holds dear. The Presidents of 
our newest Chapters...#34, Indiana Crossroads and #35, Twin 
Cities...were present and we look forward to working with 
both of them as they serve our members in the Midwest.
	 We took a big positive step in helping our families with 
the advent of the Memorial Scholarship Program in 2000 
and, unfortunately, 44 children have received (or will re-
ceive) $10,000 each if they attend college. One area where 
I think we can improve in our efforts to “take care of our 
own” is how we can assist the widows and widowers of 
our fallen Supply Corps officers, not only during the shock 
and grief when they first lose their partner, but how we can 
keep them involved with the Supply Corps community and 
family. I asked Tracy Pimpo, our Spouses Representative on 
the Board, to take the lead with this effort and encourage 
you to let Tracy or me hear from you with your ideas.
	 For those who joined us on the French River Cruise in 
July, the Board has authorized us to pursue another river 
cruise in 2016. We were able to negotiate a great price (40% 
below the book price) by chartering the entire boat and 
having them spread out the gratuities they normally offer 
(free cabins, etc.) to all of our passengers, not just to those 
who made the arrangements. We will be getting input from 
two superior companies for an Amsterdam-to-Basel cruise 
in the April/May timeframe and as soon as a plan solidi-
fies, we will let you know on the Foundation website. For 
those who couldn’t join us, you missed out on a great trip 
and you won’t want to miss the next one! 

Mrs. Tracy Pimpo, Foundation Board Spouse representa-
tive and CDR Bill Boucek, newly elected Board member.

At the Board meeting
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	 Chapter of the Year honors were shared this year 
by the Hawaii and the Patuxent River chapters, an-
nounced Foundation Chair CAPT (Ret.) John Kizer 
following the annual Board and Chapter Presidents 
meeting in San Diego.
	 Citing its 15 events over the past year, the Hawaii 
chapter was recognized for its work “promoting camara-
derie, professional development, networking, mentoring 
and most importantly, our families,” according to the 
award write-up. In addition to support of the Foundation 
Scholarship program, the Chapter conducted a food drive 
resulting in 1000 food items being donated for the Hawaii 
Food Bank. Their professional development program was 
called “robust,” as well, incorporating events for junior of-
ficers, mentoring and joint enagagements. “With over 200 
active duty, reserve, retired and former U. S. Navy Supply 
Corps officers, we are a vibrant Chapter and a community 
full of opportunities,” according to the award write-up. 
	 The Patuxent River Chapter of the Foundation was 
also recognized as Chapter of the Year. The chapter had 
named 2014 the “Year of Giving Back” and as a result 
more than $11,000 was donated to a host of local charities 
during the past year, along with more than 4,200 hours 
of community service. Among the community organi-
zations benefitting from the chapter’s activities was the 
local affiliate of the American Cancer Society, a local 

Foundation Board Chair CAPT (Ret.) John Kizer congratulations Presidents 
of the two Foundation Chapters of the Year.  From left, CAPT Kurt Chivers, 
President of the Patuxent River Chapter; CAPT (Ret.) Kizer;  CAPT JD Cassani, 
President of the Hawaii Chapter.

Hawaii and Patuxent River share Chapter of the Year honors

homeless shelter, nearby schools and a local family whose residence 
was renovated by the volunteers. In addition the Chapter logged 
over 1,300 hours of professional development opportunities as well 
as more than 1,700 hours of social events designed to promote cama-
raderie among the groups members. CAPT Kurt Chivers, Chapter 
President, called the group “the most dedicated chapter I have ever 
had the privilege of working with.”

information will be through the use of the USNSCF online 
registration found on the website (www.usnscf.com). They 
will just need to click on “Register” in the Log In box 
on the lower left of the screen and complete the form 
that appears. New members should be sure to select 
their local chapter so that credit can be given to the 
appropriate chapter for the Spirit Award.
	 In recognition of the increased number of chapters, 
there will be three categories (Large, Medium and Small) 
rather than the two categories used in 2013. For the 
chapter in each category that adds the most new names 
to the master database, the Foundation will provide 
funds to host an event of the chapter’s choosing. The 
Large Chapter will receive $2,500, Medium $1,500 and 
Small $1,000.
	 While the Spirit Award will provide a positive 
reward to the chapters, the best outcome will be to 
those “lost” members who will now be reconnected 
with the Supply Corps and share in the spirit of ca-
maraderie, heritage and service that the Navy Supply 
Corps Foundation provides.

2015 Spirit Award
(Continued)

Ready for Sea flag 
available in Ship’s Store

The Ready for Sea logo is reproduced on white polyes-
ter for strong wear and is double sided (read-right both 
sides). The flag is 3 ft x 5 ft with grommets on the side. 
See it at www.usnscf.com.
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Those were the days: memories and shared sea stories
By RADM Dan McKinnon, SC, USN (Ret.)

Continued on page 15

	 There have been some beautiful sto-
ries that relate the richness and unique-
ness of a Supply Corps career; a pro-
fessional life that combines a triad of 
commitment to the Navy, service to 
our nation, and competence in business 
affairs. Why else did we hang around? 
Resting within that triad are stories you 
have; stories you should tell, to family 
and to The Oakleaf. 
	 In the last issue an old shipmate, Bob 
Earlston, had reminded me he was the 
first LDO to make captain. Then I heard 
from his buddy, Joe Gilman, who also 
made the successful run from hammock 
to 0-6. Joe thought he beat Bob to the 
silver eagle. Well, he did, but not as an 
LDO. Joe was a 13-year CPO, had a col-
lege degree and commissioned in 1961 
with an age waiver, and between active 
and reserve served Navy over 41 years. 
He claims no one today understands left 
and right arm rates, colored piping, and 
all the old good stuff. 
	 Joe joined another sailor, Bill Wright, 
and both were commissioned from the 
enlisted integration program making 

captain on 1 May 1983, a first in their 
own right. Bob made his on 1 April 1986 
as the first LDO 4-striper. A pair of firsts. 
Bragging rights are important. 
	 The disbursing officer stories keep 
cashing in. Bob Thomas recounted how 
in 1968 on carrier Yorktown he was pay-

ing on the hangar deck, felt a draft be-
hind him, turned and accidently opened 
a hatch, and watched money go flying 
via a 20 knot wind. Quick MAAs got it 
back. 
	 Bob Dolloff also went chasing cash 
when returning to the office on board Mt. 
Katmai after payday when a wind gust 
blew bills everywhere, down ladders 
and up into overhead wiring. He came 
out $20 short. 
	 Losses got bigger in Ben Krause’s 
story about a DO who broke his safe dial, 
brought in a Portuguese safe cracker, and 
a gas cutting torch, opened the safe but 

set fire to his stash of cash. Cash became 
ash. The TYCOM was forgiving. The 
unnamed ensign no doubt made flag.
	 Denny Maiman told about a reliev-
ing DO who resisted taking his Greek 
drachma and Turkish lira. With his ship 
outboard and an anxious-to-go-home 
commodore moored at the pier, a SUPPO 
told a DO to just count it and keep it. 
	 And I felt for Bill Watson whose 
call to nature on a cash run from bank 
to ship needed an urgent head call 
at Burger King. They still talk about 
sailors with shotguns facing patrons to 
port as Bill accomplished his mission 
facing starboard. 
	 Bill Drury suggests an R rated Oakleaf 
if stories become racy. And Richard Zahn 
told about a SC authored book by Law-
rence O. Ealy, I Joined the Navy and Saw 
World War II, with a story about the DO 
who almost went bonkers when he found 
a pea in his safe each morning, learning 
long later about a hole in the back that 
fellow ensigns discovered to terrorize him.
	 We should have more tales about 
special warfare and the Gulf wars, now 

Send your sea story to: 

themckinnons@aol.com.

Board and Chapter Presidents gather for annual meeting

mailto:themckinnons@aol.com
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	 As you can see in Foundation Chair 
CAPT (Ret.) John Kizer’s column, 
our Foundation is continuing to take 
actions to preserve and illustrate the 
wonderful legacy and heritage of the 
Supply Corps in the Navy. Focused 
on Taking Care of Our Own, we are 
working hard to reach out to spouses 
as well as widows and widowers and 
to keep funding scholarships for the 
children and grandchildren of the 
Supply Community. Now we need to 
think beyond what we have done in 
the past. To fund this we encourage 
you to seriously consider naming 
your Supply Corps Foundation as a 
beneficiary in your wills and trusts. 
	 If you are torn between a number 
of different worthy causes, I urge you 
to check out Charity Navigator, a 
program that rates charities by different 
metrics, including “accountability and 
transparency”, as well as “financial” 

criteria. You can be assured that your 
Foundation measures up very well to 
all charities in all criteria. 
	 I have been involved in the 
different aspects of financial and 
estate planning for over twenty 
years and the best advice I can give 

you is review all your estate plans 
at a minimum of every two years 
with appropriate personnel. You will 
always find, employment changes, 
family changes, health changes and 
other factors that will necessitate 
some changes. Please for your own 
good do that near term and keep your 
Foundation in mind when you are 
doing so. 

RADM Thomas J. Hill, SC, USN, (Ret.) 
retired from the Naval Reserve in 2002 
and has been a Financial Advisor for over 
20 years. He can be reached on his personal 
email at ret.chop2002@gmail.com should 
you have any questions about this article. 

Neither the developer of this article, nor the 
Navy Supply Corps Foundation, is providing 
legal or tax advice as to the matters discussed 
herein. The discussion herein is general in 
nature and is provided for informational 
purposes only. There is no guarantee as to its 
accuracy or completeness. It is not intended 
as legal advice and individuals may not rely 
upon it (including for purposes of avoiding tax 
penalties imposed by the IRS or state or local 
tax authorities). Individuals should consult 
their own legal and tax counsel as to matters 
discussed herein and before entering into any 
estate planning trust, investment, retirement or 
insurance arrangement

Time for estate planning is now
RADM Thomas J. Hill, SC, USN (Ret.), Development Chair

Three Volunteers of the Year named

LTJG Shelby Green named Active Duty 
Volunteer of the Year.

CDR (Ret.) Dale Cottongim was named 
Retired Volunteer of the Year.

 Jodi Litten Townsend was named Spouse 
Volunteer of the Year.

You can be assured that 
your Foundation measures 
up very well to all charities.

	 Three members of the Navy Supply 
Corps Foundation, in three different 
chapters, were named Volunteers of the 
Year at the Foundation Board of Direc-
tors and Chapter Presidents meeting 
held in September in San Diego.
	 LTJG Shelby Green, a member of 
the Jacksonville Chapter, was named 
Active Duty Volunteer of the Year. “Par-

ticipating in every major chapter event, 
Shelby’s efforts have helped to reinvigo-
rate the Jacksonville Chapter and led 
to a significant increase in community 
outreach programs,” according to the 
award write up. Specifically she served 
as Chapter Webmaster and public affairs 
officer, headed up all administrative as-
pects of the Supply Corps Ball, worked 

on the golf tournament, spearheaded 
the “Adopt a School program, coor-
dinated several successful food drive 
programs, and dedicated 70 off duty 
hours to working in the Volunteers in 
Medicine program in Jacksonville.”
	 Washington Area Chapter member 
CDR (Ret.) Dale Cottongim was named 

Continued on page 6

mailto:ret.chop2002@gmail.com
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	 The Oakleaf is aware of the following members of the 
Supply Corps community who passed away recently. A 
complete list of names is on www.usnscf.com along with 

2014
CAPT Roy O. Girod, SC, USN (Ret.)	 September 25
LTJG Steve Byus, SC, USN	 September 15
CDR George Evans, SC, USN (Ret.)	 September 4
CAPT Gregory A. Brown, SC, USN (Ret.) 	 September 3
LT James Kervella, SC, USN	 August 31
CAPT Edmund M. Waller Jr., SC, USN (Ret.)	August 9
Charles Sigety (prior service) 	 August 3
CAPT Francis A. Derby, SC, USN (Ret.)	 July 20
LCDR Bobby P. Keith, SC USN (Ret.)	 July 6
CAPT F. Dudley Staples, SC, USN (Ret.)	 July 3
CAPT Leo Clyde Wardrup Jr. SC, USN (Ret.)	July 2

	 Distinguished Alumnus and 
former Foundation Board member 
Charles Sigety, who served as an 
ensign in the Navy Supply Corps in 
WW II,  passed away in August at the 
age of 91. He joined the Navy in 1943 
and was commissioned in the Supply 
Corps in 1944. He was assigned to USS 
Fall River (CA 131) and left the Navy 
in 1947.

Passing of Distinguished Alumnus, Charles Sigety

Charles Sigety

CAPT Patrick J. Hephner, SC, USN (Ret.)	 June 20
CAPT Robert P. Earlston, SC, USN (Ret.)	 June 17
CAPT Alfons C. Marczynski, SC, USN (Ret.)	May 29 
CAPT Robert N. Burton, SC, USN (Ret.)	 May 4
CAPT W. B. Lovell, SC, USN (Ret.)	 April 25
CDR William Napier, SC, USN (Ret.)	 April 13
CAPT Douglas R. Overman, SC, USN (Ret.)	 April 14
2013
CDR Edmund J. Hanna, SC, USN (Ret.)	 December 12 
2005
CAPT Lawerence Bonnell, SC, USN (Ret.)	 May 23

available obituaries. Please let us know of those who have 
passed away for this column and on the website by forward-
ing information to TheOakleaf@comcast.net.

In Memoriam

	 A lawyer, academic, consultant, and 
businessman, he served as a consultant 
to the U.S. and foreign governments in 
matters of housing and investment and 
had been a delegate to White House con-
ferences on aging, and on market econo-
mies in Eastern Europe. He  had an active 
business career, having owned, operated 
or served as director/board member of 
many companies. 

Retired Volunteer of the Year. “He 
serves as a vital link between the ac-
tive, reserve and retired communities 
which is no small feat in the Wash-
ington DC metro area,” according to 
the award write-up. He was called 
“a leader, coach and a tireless cheer-
leader,” and the write-up went on to 
say, “Dale brought a level of experience 
and informed leadership which were 
critical to ensuring all chapter events 
were well planned and executed.” Of 

special note was his work in champion-
ing corporate sponsorships for significant 
chapter events, “bringing in over $13,000 
from sponsorships alone.”
	 Spouse Volunteer of the Year honors 
went to Jodi Litten Townsend of the 
Hawaii Chapter. The wife of CDR Kes 
Towsend, she was cited as a “driving 
force behind forging and maintaining the 
strong relationship between our chap-
ter and the families and alumni here in 
Hawaii.” As Hawaii’s Fun Bunch coor-

dinator, she has organized numerous 
family events, from cook-offs to picnics, 
parties and teas as well as food drives, 
beach days, and new member welcome 
aboard events. Jodi has served as liaison 
between the Fun Bunch and the chapter 
and has “consistently served to enhance 
the quality of life of both our active 
duty members and their loved ones.” 
The write-up concludes, “Every chapter 
needs a volunteer like Jodi.”

Three Volunteers of the Year named
(Continued)
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Chapter Profile
Indiana Crossroads Chapter reaches out to build membership
	 Indianapolis is often referred to as 
the Crossroads of America so it is fitting 
that one of the Foundation’s newest 
chapters takes that name as well. The 
Indiana Crossroads Chapter is centered 
in Indianapolis and its new president is 
ENS Dave Richardson.
	 “We have 13 official members now,” 
Richardson said recently, “but we have 
the potential to double that very quickly.” 
	 The chapter was founded by a group 
of newly minted Supply Corps ensigns 
who had just entered the Supply Corps 
through the Direct Commissioning Of-
ficer (DCO) program after completing 
school in Newport. “We wanted to stay 
connected and carry that torch forward,” 
Richardson says. 
	 Members come from the Naval Opera-
tions Support Command in Indianapolis, 
the oldest such organization in the nation 
Richardson says. They also come from 
Crane Naval Base in Bloomington, Ind. 
	 A commercial banker for nearly two 
decades, Richardson had always wanted 
to follow in his family’s footsteps and 
serve his country too. The DCO program 
for reserve officers finally gave him that 
opportunity. Other officers of the fledg-
ling chapter include ENS Matt Deitchie, 
Vice President; ENS Alan Tio, Treasurer; 
and ENS James Updike, Secretary.
	 Richardson and his team approached 

RADM (Ret.) Tom Hill, a member of the 
Foundation Board of Directors and chair 
of its Development Committee, about 
starting a chapter in Indiana last winter. 
Hill provided direction and enthusiasm 
to the group. “He loves the Navy and 
his fire got us started!” Richardson says, 
crediting Hill with being a driving force 
behind the quick stand up of the chapter. 
“Everyone is so supportive,” Richardson 
says. “Its been a wonderful experience.”
	 For his part Hill is delighted to be a 

part of the new chapter and happy to 
assist the leadership team in any way he 
can. “Having an ensign lead the chapter 
brings such enthusiasm to the group,” 
he says. “It’s great to pass the torch to a 
younger, committed team.”
	 Richardson is looking to reach out to 
other retirees in the Indianapolis area. 
“We need your experience and your 
legacy,” he says. “Everyone brings some-
thing different but we all put that Oakleaf 
on,” he adds. “We have that bond.”

Foundation Board officers welcomed the new Indiana Crossroads Chapter aboard. Pictured 
in the front row from left are RADM (Ret.) Thomas Hill, LTJG Jim Banks, CAPT (Ret.) 
John Kizer, ENS James Updike, USN (Ret.) Jack Carrington, ENS David Richardson. The 
back row, from left, includes ENS Allen Tio, LT Shane Kennedy, ENS Matt Deitchle, CAPT 
(Ret.) Tom Billings.

The Supply Corps of the Navy,
Our motto, “Service to the Fleet.”
Logistics is the mission,
All commitments we can meet.

Aircraft high up in the sky,
And Subs below the sea.
SEALs and Surface Warriors,  
Where Navy needs to be.

Upon a time they called us “Pay,”
Keeping records and accounts.
As business leaders of the Navy,
Honesty is paramount.

We support joint warfighters,
Ships and all that can be.
“Cast off the lines now, Skipper,
Supply is Ready for Sea!”

Ode to the Supply Corps

Our symbol is the Oakleaf,
Faithful, strong and true.
We serve the entire Navy,
Mankind’s servants we are too.

Our moral compass points due north,
Integrity is a must.
Men and women you can count on,
Who hold the keys to public trust.

	 RADM (Ret.) Dan McKinnon
	 2013
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Scholarship Profile 
Scholarship helps Lilli Jenkins answer her dream to help children
	 For as long as she can remember, 
Navy Supply Corps Foundation Schol-
arship recipient Lilli Jenkins’ father has 
been in the Navy. When she was born, 
her parents, now LCDR Doug and Roya 
Jenkins, were getting ready for a Per-
manent Change of Station from Idaho 
to Virginia. It seemed as though “we 
were constantly moving,” she says. But 
growing up Navy meant Lilli was also 
constantly making new friends and 
adapting to new environments and the 
moves ultimately “made me more suc-
cessful,” she says with a smile.

	 A 2011 graduate of Moanalua High 
School in Honolulu, Lilli is a senior at 
Florida State University, majoring in el-

ementary education. “Florida State was 
the team I always rooted for and I always 
wanted to study here,” she recalls. 
	 Even in high school Lilli was always 
interested in helping children. She is 
currently a mentor to a 9 year-old girl in 
the Big Brothers-Big Sisters program in 
her community, spending many hours a 
month helping her in any way she can. 
Lilli calls the impact she has been able 
to have in her little sister’s life “the most 
meaningful act I could ever accomplish.” 
	 When it came time to choose a major 
she knew she would be either a child 
advocate in the criminal justice system or 
a school teacher, and the latter won out.
	 Lilli is student teaching in a first 
grade classroom in her final semester 
and she expects to graduate in Decem-
ber. She already has a job, with an ap-
pointment to the highly selective Teach 
for America program in hand for the 
next two years. She will be teaching in 
a low-income classroom in Jacksonville, 
Fla., and she is excited to be moving on. 
“Florida State prepared me in every pos-
sible way!” she says.
	 Lilli, whose younger brother is now 

Lilli Jenkins

a freshman at Florida State, is grate-
ful to have received a Foundation 
Scholarship for the past four years 
and says the scholarship has helped 
her “tremendously.” If it wasn’t for 
the help, “I wouldn’t have been able 
to get through college,” she says. “It 
has made such a difference.” 

As a volunteer with the Big 
Brothers-Big Sisters program 
Lilli Jenkins says the impact 

she has been able to have in her 
little sister’s life is “the most 
meaningful act I could ever 

accomplish.” 

Past Foundation Chair RADM (Ret.) Smoke Hickman greets 
ENS Dave Richardson, President of the new Indiana Crossroads 
Chapter, at the recent Board and Chapter Presidents meeting held 
in San Diego.

Photos from the Board meeting 

LCDR  Warren Sherman, Board member and CAPT Ré 
Bynum, President of the Mechanicsburg Chapter
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	 Today, our very successful schol-
arship program is available to any 
family member (child, grandchild or 
spouse) of a qualifying Supply Corps 
officer and child or spouse of a supply 
enlisted member (active duty, reservist, 
or retired). Because of the generosity 
of our membership and the astute 
management of our corpus by the 
Investment Advisory Committee, we 
will be able to award up to $268,500 in 
scholarships. 
	 Again this year, we will be offering 
three types of scholarships. We offer our 
regular scholarship for undergraduate 
studies as well as one specifically for 
spouses who would like to go back to 
school part time. The third offering is for 
people who would like to attend a com-
munity college or technical school. When 
an individual submits their scholarship 

form, they must designate which of the 
three scholarships they are applying for. 
The application will be reviewed and 
graded within each individual category. 

The scholarship application for aca-
demic year 2015/2016 will be available 
to be filled out online at www.usnscf.
com after 20 December 2014. I would 
urge applicants not to wait until the last 
minute to fill out the application form. 
This past scholarship board, over 40 

Member support is key to providing scholarships for dependents 
By CDR Jack Evans, SC, USN (Ret.), Chief Staff Officer

applications were rejected because the 
application was not complete.
	 It is that time of year that we begin 
to gear up for our annual fund raising 
campaign. Your support is critical for 
our programs to be successful. Schol-
arship and memorial scholarship pro-
grams, heritage displays on memorial 
ships, writing the history of the Supply 
Corps and The Oakleaf that you are read-
ing are just some of the programs that 
are supported by your contribution. 
When you contribute, you can designate 
which of these programs you would like 
to support.
	 If you have any questions, com-
ments, or suggestions about any of our 
programs, please feel free to contact me 
at 706-354-4111 or evans@usnscf.com. 
As always, thank you very much for 
your support.

Because of the generosity of our 
membership and the astute man-

agement of our corpus by the 
Investment Advisory Committee, 

we will be able to award up to 
$268,500 in scholarships.

	 The Foundation website continues to grow and become 
more useful for each chapter. In 2014, so far over 100,000 
page views have been recorded with over 62,000 unique 
page views. The Communications Committee has worked 
hard to create a website that is professional and easy to 
use. Here are a few new features coming in the next few 
months: 
•	 Improved spam filters for the email system
•	 Automated username and password resets
•	 Option to add a partner/spouse name and email to 

your registration profile
•	 Reorganizing the Chapter drop down menu into re-

gional groupings for ease of use
•	 Ability to attach graphics and em-

bedded documents in emails
•	 Enhanced and expanded OPRoad-

show functionality
•	 Enhanced financial and estate plan-

ning package 
	 The committee is also researching 
bringing The Oakleaf to iBookstore in 

iTunes for automatic delivery of the Oakleaf to your iPad or 
Mac. More to follow on this in the near future.
	 Live webcast webmaster training is coming in the next 
year. The Foundation will use GoTo Meeting to deliver 
interactive webmaster training. Information will be put 
out when the dates are set. Additionally, webmaster train-
ing files will be moved to a more central location on the 
Foundation homepage. Look for the button on the bottom 
of the Foundation homepage if you need any information 
on creating and maintaining your chapter website. Please 
contact Foundationweb@usnscf.com for additional help 
and resources. 

Foundation website continues to grow!
By CDR Spencer Moseley, Communications Committee Chair

Check out the website at www.usnscf.com.
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“Ready for Sea: A History of the U. S. Navy Supply Corps” coming soon

	 While having the honor to serve as 
Chief of Supply Corps from 1997 to 1999, 
I became concerned with the lack of a 
documented history and background 
on the development of the global Navy 
Supply System and the related history of 
the Supply Corps. Several years earlier, 
RADM Frank Allston had documented 
his research, combined with personal 
interviews, to publish a book titled Ready 
for Sea: The Bicentennial History of the U. S. 
Navy Supply Corps. RADM Allston’s book 
is a wonderful exposure to our history. 
However, I felt we could build upon it 
with additional research to cover some 
areas in more depth as well as updating 
other areas. I was also influenced by my 
strong desire to do a graphical and trav-
eling portrait of the Navy Supply Corps 
involvement in Vietnam.
	 Working with the Navy Supply Corps 
Foundation, we were introduced to a 
company - The Write Stuff (TWS) - that 
had published over 150 award winning 
coffee table style books on the history of 
different commercial companies in the US. 

As a result, in partnership, TWS and the 
Foundation have been working on Ready 
for Sea: A History of the U.S. Navy Supply 
Corps for the past two years. We now 
anticipate publication in 2015. As you can 
imagine, it has not been an easy task to 
write a book that will appeal to someone 
with no knowledge of our business while 
at the same time appealing to someone 
with 30 or more years experience. 
	 Our early research efforts were ham-
pered by the inability to locate historical 
documents, because at about the same 
time that research kicked off, the Supply 
Corps Museum was disestablished and 
the material was shipped to several differ-
ent locations. After painstaking effort by 
all, we realized that we were not going to 
be able to complete the in-depth research 
needed to provide many of the rich details 
desired in a history book. Therefore, there 
may not be as much detail as some read-
ers might like. But, it does motivate us 
to continue research in many functional 
areas, such as the Navy Resale System, 
food service, and contracting in order to 

By RADM Smoke Hickman, SC, USN (Ret.)

document the findings, and to supple-
ment this book at a future date. We feel 
strongly there should be a supplement 
approximately every five years. 
	 Watch The Oakleaf and the website 
www.usnscf.com for more information 
as we get closer to the launch date!

	 Your Navy Supply Corps Foundation 
continues to welcome new chapters into 
our community. In 2009, there were 16 
officially recognized chapters, and today 
as we near the end of 2014, we have 
reached the total of 35 active chapters. 
That’s an increase of 19 chapters (almost 
120 percent) in the last five years. The 
most recent two chapters are the Indi-
ana Crossroads Chapter, based in the 
Indianapolis area, and the Twin Cities 
Chapter, based in the Minneapolis/St. 
Paul area. Welcome aboard!
	 And we’re not done yet. Another 
10 areas have expressed an interest 
in forming chapters, and we encour-
age them to jump on the bandwagon. 
The possible candidates that may join 
the Foundation in the near future are 

Annapolis, Corpus Christi, Central 
Iowa, Dallas/Fort Worth, Guam, North 
Alabama, Pensacola, Stuttgart, the Tri-
State area (N.Y., N.J., Conn.) and The 
Villages. The Foundation is looking 

ahead and growing to serve all our 
members needs.
	 Remember that wherever two or 
three Naval Officers (active duty, re-

servist, retired, or former), who have 
ever worn the Oakleaf of the Supply 
Corps are gathered, a Chapter of the 
Navy Supply Corps Foundation can be 
established. Just send me an email and 
I’ll tell you how to get started.
	 One additional reminder: as turn-
overs occur and new Chapter Presidents 
are elected, please send an email to the 
Foundation Chief Staff Officer, CDR Jack 
Evans, SC, USN (Ret.) (evans@usnscf.
com), with a copy to me, providing the 
name, telephone number(s) and email 
address of the new president.
	 Please stay in touch, and send me 
any questions, comments, requests 
for help, advice, etc. Email me at 
tomsfree@cox.net. I look forward to 
hearing from you.

Chapter News
Worldwide chapters now total nearly three dozen
By CAPT Tom Billings, SC, USN (Ret.), Chapter Relations

...wherever two or three Naval 
Officers who have ever worn the 
Oakleaf of the Supply Corps are 
gathered, a Chapter of the Navy 
Supply Corps Foundation can be 

established.

mailto:evans@usnscf.com
mailto:evans@usnscf.com
mailto:tomsfree@cox.net
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	 Navy Supply Corps School (NSCS) Commanding 
Officer, CAPT Kristen E. Fabry graduated and certi-
fied 44 students “Ready for Sea” at a ceremony held 
at the schoolhouse in August. Graduates included 22 
students of Supply Officer Basic Qualification Course 
(BQC) 3rd Battalion Echo Company, and 22 students 
of Basic Qualification Course Navy Reserve (BQC-NR) 
83rd Company.
	 Commander, Naval Supply Weapon System Support, 
RDML John King was in attendance as the guest speaker. 
RDML King told the graduating class that “high ethical 
standards and good conduct need to be ingrained.“
	 With 87 years of experience, this diverse group of 
students included twenty prior enlisted Sailors, gradu-
ates of the U.S. Naval Academy, and redesignated officers 
from submarine, surface, and aviation communities. 
	 Since their arrival at NSCS, students in 3rd Battalion 
Echo Company balanced superior academic performance 
with community service in and around Newport. Log-
ging a combined 400 off duty volunteer hours, they 
supported the Rhode Island Blood Center, Robert Potter 
League for Animals Shelter, and Fort Adams clean up. 
	 Academically, 3rd battalion held a class average of 96 
percent and 83rd earned a class average of 93 percent.
BQC 3rd Battalion Honor Graduate, LTJG Daniel Wright, 
reporting to the USS San Antonio (LPD 17) stationed in 
Norfolk, Va., is the recipient of the Supply Management 
Excellence Award and the Defense Finance and Account-

ing Service Excellence Award. ENS Alana Kershner, BQC-NR 
83rd Company Honor Graduate, is assigned to Defense Logistics 
Agency-Land and Transportation in Columbus, Ohio. 
	 LTJG David Spade and LTJG Daniel Wright were the recipients 
of the Navy Supply Corps Foundation Leadership Award. Others 
recognized include Mr. Manny Trevino, 3rd Battalion Echo Company 
Instructor of the Battalion; and students, ENS Adrian Copiaco, 
Navy Food Service Excellence Award; ENS Clara Candalor, Navy 
Exchange Service Command Ships Store Award; ENS Amy Aguirre 
Defense Finance and Accounting Service Excellence Award; and 
ENS Lamar Stovall, Navy League Volunteerism Award.

From left, RDML John King presents ENS Alana Kershner and LTJG Daniel 
Wright honor graduate awards along with CAPT Kristen Fabry during the 
awards breakfast in August.

Navy Supply Corps School Newport certifies 44 students ‘Ready for Sea’
By LTJG Heather Hutchison, SC, USN

To the editor:
	 I enjoyed reading the July issue of The Oakleaf. 
I found the article about Katrina Luksovsky and 
her research on the children of Ford Island very 
interesting.
	 In the 1980s my husband was assigned to 
NAVRESSO on Fort Wadsworth on Staten Island. 
We lived in an old house on the base. Don Wilson 
was the CO. One year during an outside commemo-
ration on the fort for Pearl Harbor Day, Leanna 
Wilson told about her experience of being on the 
island on the 7th of December, playing outside a 
friend’s house and seeing the Japanese planes flying 
over being so close she could see the white scarves 

We’ve got mail!

of the pilots. She and her mother had just moved to 
Hawaii from the Philippines. Her father was enlisted 
in the Navy and had been stationed in the Philippines 
but moved to Hawaii.  
		  Sincerely,
		  Bev Sherman

PS We were both on the recent Supply Corps Founda-
tion Tauck river cruise and in Paris. It was wonderful 
seeing everyone and being kept busy seeing extremely 
interesting sites.  
(Editors note:  Watch for the next Foundation river cruise 
coming in Spring 2016!)
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Chapter Presidents

When new officers are installed, be sure to send the president’s name and email address to tomsfree@cox.net.

Bay Area	 CAPT Kurt Libby 

	 BayAreaPres@usnscf.com

Greater Boston Area	 CAPT (Ret.) Bill McCarthy 

	 GreaterBostonPres@usnscf.com

Colorado Rockies	 LCDR Bill Barich

	 ColoRockPres@usnscf.com

Detroit Area	 CAPT (Ret.) Paul McNeill

	 DetroitPres@usnscf.com

Djibouti	 CAPT James Latham

	 DjiboutiPres@usnscf.com

Great Lakes	 CAPT (Sel) Katie Boyce

	 GreatLakesPres@usnscf.com

Great Salt Lake	 CAPT (Ret.) Reid Chambers

	 GreatSaltLakePres@usnscf.com

Groton/New London	CDR Dave Smith

	 GrotonNewLondonPres@usnscf.com

Gulf Coast	 CDR Laura Foster

	 GulfCoastPres@usnscf.com

Hampton Roads	 CAPT Mike Wilson

	 HamptonRoadsPres@usnscf.com

Hawaii	 CAPT J.D. Cassani

	 HawaiiPres@usnscf.com

Iberian Peninsula	 CDR George Clark

	 IberianPeninsulaPres@usnscf.com

Indiana Crossroads	 ENS Dave Richardson

	 IndianaCrossroadsPres@usnscf.com

Italy	 LCDR Sean Neer

	 ItalyPres@usnscf.com

Jacksonville	 CAPT Paul DeMeyer

	 JacksonvillePres@usnscf.com

Japan	 CDR Mark Sheffield

	 JapanPres@usnscf.com

Kansas	 LT Joshua Melchert

	 KansasPres@usnscf.com

Mechanicsburg	 CAPT Ré Bynum

	 MechanicsburgPres@usnscf.com

Memphis	 CAPT Tim Daniels

	 MemphisPres@usnscf.com

Monterey Peninsula	 LCDR Rob Salire

	 MontereyPres@usnscf.com

Newport, R.I.	 CAPT Mark Murphy

	 NewportPres@usnscf.com

Northeast Georgia	 Michael McCleary

	 NEGAPres@usnscf.com

Northwest	 CAPT Bill Power

	 NorthwestPres@usnscf.com

Ohio	 CAPT Kerry Pearson

	 OhioPres@usnscf.com

Patuxent River	 CAPT Kurt Chivers

	 PAXRiverPres@usnscf.com

Philadelphia Area	 CDR Kerri Yarbrough

	 PhiladelphiaPres@usnscf.com

San Diego	 CAPT Mark Semmler

	 SanDiegoPres@usnscf.com

Sasebo	 CDR Terrel Fisher

	 SaseboPres@usnscf.com

Sigonella	 LCDR (Ret.) Kip Grant

	 SigonellaPres@usnscf.com

Southwest Asia	 CDR Julie Hunter

	 SWAsiaPres@usnscf.com

St. Louis	 CAPT Michelle Morse

	 StLouisPres@usnscf.com

Tampa Bay	 CAPT David Meyers

	 TampaBayPres@usnscf.com

Twin Cities	 CDR Eric Week

	 TwinCitiesPres@usnscf.com

Ventura County	 CDR W. Lee Pasaraba

	 VenturaCountyPres@usnscf.com

Washington Area	 CAPT Ken Epps

	 WashingtonDCPres@usnscf.com
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Jacksonville hosts family baseball outing

	 The Community Values and Traditions (CVT) program 
made the Jacksonville Chapter family outing to the Jack-
sonville Suns game possible. The Suns is the areas minor 
league baseball team. 
	 The CVT program supports new, different activities 
by local chapters to build stronger relationships between 

all elements of the Supply Corps community, including 
active, reserve, retired and former officers as well as 
families and friends. For more information contact the 
Foundation Chief Staff Officer, CDR Jack Evans, SC, USN 
(Ret.) (CSO@usnscf.com) or call 706-354-4111.

	 What could be better than southern barbecue, live music, 
and a frosty beverage on a hot August afternoon? Only the 
opportunity to combine those things with a community fund-
raising event!
	 The Patuxent River Chapter raised $3,882 for the Foundation 
and other charities by volunteering at the inaugural Southern 
Maryland Brew and BBQ Festival on Aug. 1-2. The two-day 
festival featured a nationally sanctioned barbecue competition, 
live music from local bands, and a beer garden.
	 Sixty-eight Patuxent River chapter members volunteered 
at the festival, selling tickets, cleaning eating areas, and 
supervising other volunteers. The festival’s organizers, Full 
Effect Live! Entertainment, paid the chapter an hourly fee 
for each volunteer.
	 “We couldn’t have done it without you,” said Trent Manson, 
the vice president of Full Effect Live!, during a check presen-
tation on Aug. 15. “We wanted to bring something new to 
Southern Maryland … and you helped make it happen.”

Patuxent River Chapter raises $3,882 for charity at barbecue festival
By LCDR Kevin McNulty, SC, USN

Trent Manson (center), the vice president of Full Effect Live! Entertain-
ment, presents a $3,882 check to CDR James C. Cheatham (left), the chap-
ter’s fundraising coordinator, and CAPT Kurt M. Chivers, the chapter’s 
president, on Aug. 15. The donation was for the chapter’s participation in 
the First Annual Southern Maryland Brew and BBQ Festival on Aug. 1-2.
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	 Navy Supply Corps Foundation – Washington Area 
Chapter (NSCF-WAC) held its annual SpringFest Golf Tour-
nament on June 6th at the prestigious Laurel Hill Golf Club 
in Lorton, Va. SpringFest continues to be one of the most 
popular events of the year drawing over 120 golfers and 18 
sponsors from as far away as Mechanicsburg and Norfolk. 
CDR Mike Jefferson, Vice-President of NSCF-WAC, was 
extremely pleased with the turnout. “I’m a huge fan of these 
events and the strong participation shows the strength and 
camaraderie within our Corps.” 

DC Chapter Golf Tournament brings in $2,000 for Scholarships
By Scott Hui, LT, SC, USN

	 OPNAV N4 took home the best team award with a team 
score of 49. The biggest winner of the day was the Supply 
Corps Foundation, as the DC chapter was able to present a 
$2,000 check to support the Foundation’s Scholarship Fund.
	 SpringFest was not just about a day at the golf course. It 
was also an opportunity for our junior officers to seek men-
torship from senior leaders to include RADM Vince Griffith 
(DLA), RDML Paul Verrastro (OPNAV N41), and RDML 
Ron MacLaren (DLA) as well as numerous members of our 
retired community from throughout the local area.

Member news
	 Five members were recognized with the VADM Rob-
ert F. Batchelder award for 2013, presented by the Navy 
League to Supply Corps officers who made significant 
contributions to the supply readiness of our operating 
forces. Winners included LCDR Kelly W. House Jr., LT 
Brendan T. Casey, LT Brij Mohan, LTJG Jason M. Bentley, 
and LT Justin S. Lafeen.  

Thomas Metzger, President, Navy League Philadelphia Chapter, left, 
presents the 2013 VADM Robert F. Batchelder Award to LCDR Kelly 
House while Mrs. Kelly House and RDML David Pimpo, Command-
er, NAVSUP WSS look on. LCDR Kelly House was recognized for 
his service as Supply Officer for Camp Lemonnier in Djibouti.  (Photo 
taken by Shannon Nortz, NAVSUP WSS)

	 Philadelphia fans have always been passionate about their 
sports. Members of the Navy Supply Corps Foundation-Phil-
adelphia Chapter are no exception. Together with members 
of the NAVSUP Weapon Support System organization, they 
hosted a pre-game tailgate party in 90-degree temperatures 
before the Navy-Temple football game at Lincoln Financial 
Field on Saturday, September 6.
	 “I’m not sure which was more searing, Navy’s dominance 
or the day’s temperature.” said LCDR Peter Holdorf, F/A-18 
Avionics Branch Head.
	 The event brought together the wardroom, retiree com-
munity and civilian workforce. Notable attendees were four 
Supply Corps Flag Officers; VADM (Ret.) Edward Straw, 
RADM (Ret.) Jim Davidson, RADM (Ret.) Mark Heinrich, 
and current NAVSUP WSS Commander, RDML David Pimpo. 
A former player at the Naval Academy, RDML Pimpo spent 
some time on the sideline conversing with the team and shar-
ing stories.
	 Despite three fumbles the Navy option attack would not 
be denied. The group cheered the Naval Academy on to a 
hard fought 31-24 victory over the Owls.

Navy-Temple Football 
Game sizzles in Philly
By LT Wyatt France
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CAPT Mark Murphy, President of the New-
port Chapter and CDR Kerri Yarborough, 
President of the Philadelphia Chapter at the 
Board Meeting

From the Board meeting 

Those were the days: memories and shared sea stories
(Continued from page 4) 

that we sail jointly across the desert. I was 
asked if shore stories are sea stories. Duh! 
	 Gordon Livingston told one about 
joint operations when a general looked 
at his line deputy’s collar devices of a 
“Bees, Docs and Chops” staff and said, 
“I’ve noticed a few of you guys wear 
your rank on both collars.” 
	 Geoffrey Easter told about exercise 
training when an unpopular boat of-
ficer captured by SEALS was turned 
loose in a Mississippi swamp in only 
t-shirt and boots. Geoffrey was given his 
uniform to return. Noting fore and aft 
hand scratching when in the chow line, 
his question about swamp mosquitos 
brought laughter that almost collapsed 
the mess tent.
	  Doug Moore on Prichett told how 
Jack Kavanaugh on Vega overcame 
issuing Prichett a pallet of hamburger 
instead of four-way beef by sending 25 
whole frozen turkeys for Thanksgiving 
instead of turkey loaf. He made later 
amends by bringing from Oakland 
500 pounds of See’s Candy donated by 
Doug’s grandmother. 

	 Jack knew cargo operations; he 
brought my slot machine back from the 
Philippines. Walt Tucker told about 
RADM Haynsworth calling him to 
his office after Walt’s ship dropped 
a pallet of supplies into the water in 
Norfolk, and instead of getting a JO 

chewing, was asked to bring a jug of 
the admirals favorite martini olives 
upon return from Spain.
	 Once again Dick Lee provided a 
Readers Digest worthy story, “The Por-
nographer.” Back in the day, a ship re-
turning from WESTPAC held locker 
inspection to keep pornography from 
entering the U.S. (Smile) Dick asked, 
“Josh, have you got any pornographic 
material in your locker?” The reply, “No 
sir. Hell, I ain’t even got no pornograph.”

	 And a Bayonne classmate of Andy 
Giordano recalled him as “likeable” 
but not one predicted to become Chief. 
Clearly this unnamed fellow neither fol-
lowed Andy’s career nor bought stock in 
Joseph A. Banks. 
	 The winner this issue is a story that has 
a lesson for today’s JOs. Carl Saxon wrote 
how as the new LTJG SUPPO on Brumby  
a brother SUPPO of a ship alongside at 
Piraeus, Greece needed a cathode ray tube 
for their radar. He issued him one, noting 
the stock card said two were in inventory. 
You can see what is coming. The ship had 
to get underway to track a new Soviet 
helicopter carrier; his own ship’s radar 
needed a CRT; the storeroom bin was 
empty. So Brumby chased Moskva around 
the Med without radar, Carl learned new 
language from the CO, and wardroom 
meals were awkward. Nevertheless, he 
took the lesson and put it to work, got 
a 4.0 fitness report, and today applies in 
life what we all learned at sea, “TRUST, 
BUT VERIFY.” 
	 Send your sea story with a smile to: 
themckinnons@aol.com.

We should have more tales 
about special warfare and 

the Gulf wars, now that we 
sail jointly across the desert.

The Navy Supply Corps Foundation website provides 
the following information at www.usnscf.com:

•	Lists of Distinguished Alumni, Tench Francis 
Legacy Society, 21st Century Club

•	Current The Oakleaf and archived issues to 2005
•	Scholarship winners
•	 In Memoriam
•	Photos from the 2014 French River Cruise
•	Updates on funeral arrangements when known
•	Links to Chapter web pages

Your input it what makes the website valuable. Send 
photos and information to TheOakleaf@comcast.net.

Did you know

mailto:themckinnons@aol.com


Navy Supply Corps Foundation 
�P.O. Box 6228 
�Athens, Georgia 30604

	 Your support is what makes the Foundation goal of “Taking Care of Our Own” a reality. Clip 
or copy the form, complete it and send it to the address below or go online at www.usnscf.com 
and select “Make a Donation.” 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________       

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Preferred telephone number:	 ________________________        Best time to call: ______________________                                            

   Email address:	_____________________________________________________

             

               I would like to volunteer.	                       

         

           I would like to contribute (specify a program if you wish_______________________________)

           My check for _______________________________ is enclosed.

Return to: Navy Supply Corps Foundation, PO Box 6228, Athens, GA 30604.

#

Scholarship applications will be available at 
www.usnscf.com after December 20. 

Support the Navy Supply Corps Foundation Annual Fund Drive
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