Fellow Flag Officers,

It is with deep regret I inform you of the passing of Rear
Admiral Daniel Wayne McKinnon, Junior, Supply Corps, U.S. Navy,
Retired, on 5 July 2026 at age 92. RADM McKinnon entered the
Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps in September 1952 and served
as a Supply Corps Officer until his retirement in July 1991 as
Commander, Naval Supply Systems Command/36th Chief of Supply
Corps. He had command of Naval Supply Depot Subic Bay. Flag
positions included Vice Commander of Naval Supply Systems
Command and Deputy Director for Logistics Management at Defense
Logistics Agency. He was awarded two Navy Achievement Medals
with Combat “V” for service ashore with U.S. Marines during the
Vietnam War in 1968.

Daniel McKinnon entered the Naval Reserve Officer Training
Corps (NROTC) on 16 September 1952. He earned a Bachelor of
Science in Business Administration from the University of Missouri in
1956 and was commissioned an ensign in the U.S. Navy on 1 June
1956. He then attended Naval Supply Corps School, Athens,
Georgia.

In December 1956, Ensign McKinnon was assigned to recently
converted Essex-class Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) carrier USS
BOXER (CVS-21) at San Diego, serving as Ship’s Sales Officer. He
was promoted to lieutenant (junior grade) in December 1957. In
mid-1958, BOXER served as flagship for Operation Hardtack, a
series of high-altitude nuclear blast tests, the first of which was the
“Yucca” detonation on 28 April 1958 in which a giant helium balloon
with a nuclear device was launched from BOXER to an altitude of
85K feet in the stratosphere; the lesson learned was that the
electro-magnetic pulse (EMP) was much more intense than
predicted. The U.S. conducted ten more high altitude tests (using
rockets) between 1958-1962. At some point during this period,
ENS McKinnon served as Officer-in-Charge (OIC) of Camp Blandy on
Bikini Atoll. BOXER subsequently conducted tests of the feasibility
of using aircraft carriers operating solely with attack
helicopters. BOXER made an interfleet transit via the Panama Canal
to Norfolk in October/November 1958 where it formed the core of
an experimental highly mobile amphib squadron designed to employ
Marine helicopter squadrons. On 30 January 1959, BOXER was



officially redesignated as landing platform helicopter four (LPH-4)
the Navy’s first interim amphibious assault ship.

On 8 April 1959, LTJG McKinnon’s appointment in the U.S. Navy
was terminated. The next day, he was reappointed in the U.S.
Naval Reserve and continued on active duty. In May 1959 he was
assigned to Naval Air Station (NAS) Lakehurst, New Jersey as Stock
Control Officer. He was promoted to lieutenant in June 1960. On
12 October 1960, LT McKinnon augmented from the U.S. Naval
Reserve to the U.S. Navy.

In August 1961, LT McKinnon reported to U.S. Naval Support
Activity (NSA) Naples, Italy as Purchasing Officer. In July 1962,
while remaining assigned to NSA Naples, he assumed duty as
United States/United Nations Emergency Force Liaison Officer in the
Gaza Strip (then administered by Egypt.) In October 1964, he
reported to the Naval Aviation Supply Office, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania as Purchasing Officer. In June 1965, he was
administratively assigned to the NROTC unit at the University of
Michigan. He was promoted to lieutenant commander the next
month and then earned a Master’s Degree in Business
Administration (MBA) with distinction.

In May 1966, Lieutenant Commander McKinnon was assigned to
Naval Supply Center Charleston, South Carolina, as Director
Purchasing Department with additional duty as Charleston Naval
Shipyard Purchasing Officer.

In April 1968, LCDR McKinnon reported to Essex-class
amphibious assault ship USS PRINCETON (LPH-5, ex CV/CVA/CVS-
37) at Long Beach, California as Ship’s Supply Officer. PRINCETON
deployed to the Vietham War between May and December 1968 as
flagship of Amphibious Ready Group ALPHA (TG 79.4), conducting
multiple amphibious assault operations and near-constant attack
helicopter support to forces ashore and helicopter evacuation of
wounded. During periods ashore with the Marines, LCDR McKinnon
earned two Navy Achievement Medals with Combat “*V”. On 26 May
1969, PRINCETON served as primary recovery ship for the Apollo 10
lunar mission, with embarked HS-4 helicopters recovering
astronauts Thomas P. Stafford, John W. Young, and Eugene A.
Cernan and the command module. LCDR McKinnon was promoted
to commander in November 1969.



In January 1970, Commander McKinnon reported to Naval
Supply Systems Command as Director, Overseas Detail Division
(Additional duty to Chief of Naval Personnel) and then Executive
Assistant (EA) to Commander, Naval Supply Systems Command. In
January 1974, he reported as a student to the Industrial College of
the Armed Forces, graduating with distinction in 1975. In June
1975, he reported to Commander, Naval Logistics Pacific
(COMNAVLOGPAC) as Ship Supply Readiness Officer/Supply
Systems Operations Officer, with additional duty on the staff of
Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet. He was responsible for
Pacific area supply management policy ashore and afloat. He was
promoted to captain in July 1977.

In June 1978, Captain McKinnon reported to Naval Sea Systems
Command as Director Shipbuilding Contract Division/Contract
Administration and Claims Settlement Division, in which he led an
effort for Navy to change methods of contracting for ship overhauls.

In May 1980, CAPT McKinnon assumed command of Naval
Supply Depot, Subic Bay, Republic of Philippines, responsible for
support to U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps operations in the Indian
Ocean in response to the Iranian Hostage Crisis and the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan. In June 1982, CAPT McKinnon returned to
Naval Supply Systems Command, this time as Director, Supply
Corps Personnel.

On 30 June 1983, CAPT McKinnon was designated a commodore
(one star) for duty in a billet commensurate with that
rank. (Commodore was a short-lived (1983-1985) and confusing
designation for a Navy 0-7, replacing the even more unpopular
commodore-admiral (1981-1983), and finally replaced in 1985 by
rear admiral (lower half) - RDML.) In July 1983 he remained at
Naval Supply Systems Command assuming duty as Deputy
Commander for Inventory and Systems Integrity, responsible for
ADP acquisition and modernization programs.

In April 1984, Commodore McKinnon assumed duty as Vice
Commander, Naval Supply Systems Command. He was promoted
to commodore on 1 May 1984. He became a rear admiral (lower
half) on 1 May 1985. He was designated a Materiel Professional in
1985. He was promoted to rear admiral (two star) on 16 March
1986.



On 25 August 1986, Rear Admiral Mackinnon reported to the
Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) as Deputy Director for Acquisition
Management, responsible for contract administration of over $270B
of DoD contracts as well as management of a multi-billion dollar
purchasing system that included everything from spare parts to
food and fuel used by ships and aircraft around the world. He
attended CAPSTONE at National Defense University, Washington,
D.C.

In July 1988, RADM McKinnon assumed duty as Commander
Naval Supply Systems Command/36th Chief of Supply Corps,
responsible for Navy purchasing, inventory management and
distribution, data processing service, accounting, food service, ship
and aviation fuel, printing plants, foreign military sales,
transportation, and the Navy Resale system. He was responsible for
the professionalism of over 4,000 active duty officers and the
Supply Corps Reserve Office Program. In this position he
streamlined logistics processing systems, building on initiatives from
his earlier tour as Deputy Director at DLA. RADM McKinnon retired
on 1 July 1991.

RADM McKinnon’s awards include the Defense Distinguished
Service Medal, Navy Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit
(two awards), Meritorious Service Medal (three awards), Navy
Achievement Medal with Combat “V” (two awards), Meritorious Unit
Commendation, National Defense Service Medal (transcript only
indicates one award, but should be three), Vietham Service Medal
(three campaign stars) Navy Overseas Service Ribbon (two
awards), Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with frame and palm,
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.

While still on active duty, RADM McKinnon was a member of the
Annandale Central Business District Planning Committee. He served
on the Boards of Navy Federal Credit Union, the Navy Mutual Aid
Association and Navy Relief Society. He served on the Board of
Advisors of the National Contract Management Association. In
1989, President Bush appointed him as member and in 1990 he was
elected Chairman of the President’s Committee for Purchase from
the Blind and Other Severely Handicapped. He was a member of
the Beta Gamma Sigma and Phi Kappa Phi academic honor
societies.



Following retirement RADM McKinnon served as President and
CEO of NISH, Inc. (which later became SourceAmerica, Inc.) leading
the organization to $800M in sales and employment of over 30,000
people with disabilities until his retirement from there in 2000. He
served as Vice Chair of NFCU and several non-profit boards. He
served as President of a homeowners’ association, an alumni
association, and a chamber of commerce where he became
President Emeritus and twice named Citizen of the Year. He was
the Chair of Fairfax County Community Revitalization Advisory
Group to the Board of Supervisors. He served on the Strategic
Development Board of Missouri University’s College of Business
where he taught as Executive in Residence. In the Philippines, he
co-founded an organization to give vocational training to
unemployed young men and later co-founded a foundation that
supports the City of Olongapo hospital and orphanage, becoming an
honorary citizen. He was President of the Project Handclasp
Foundation and Vice Chair of the Clark Veterans Cemetery
Restoration Association which successfully petitioned the U.S. to
care for an abandoned overseas American military cemetery.

Rear Admiral McKinnon's first tour gave new meaning to “when
the balloon goes up” (actually a WWI trench warfare term) by
launching a giant helium balloon with an atomic bomb from the
carrier BOXER into the stratosphere and detonating it to see what
would happen - discovering that EMP was (and still is) a really bad
thing, much more intense than predicted. Many of his tours were
typical of an up-and-coming Supply Corps officer, but others were
not — OIC of a camp on recently nuked Bikini Atoll and U.S. Navy
liaison to the United Nations in the Gaza Strip, even then a mal-
administered (by Egypt) slum of forsaken human beings, which may
have colored some of his humanitarian actions later in life. His
command tour of the Supply Depot in Subic Bay was especially
challenging coinciding with the Iranian Hostage Crisis and the Soviet
Invasion of Afghanistan and the resulting great increase in U.S.
naval presence in the Indian Ocean, with extreme burden falling on
Subic as Diego Garcia was not much more than a primitive forward-
deployed airstrip at the time. His multiple senior tours in Naval
Supply Systems Command, including leading ADP modernization
efforts and being in charge of Supply personnel, had profound and
lasting impact on the Supply Corps even to today. His tenure in



command of Naval Supply Systems Command coincided with
Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm, requiring a herculean
effort to supply six carrier battlegroups, two battleships and over 30
amphibious ships engaged in massive interdiction and then intense
combat strike operations — hence a Navy Distinguished Service
Medal for what to that time would have been a Legion of Merit

tour. Beginning with his Subic tour, he made major strides in the
Navy’s ability to support humanitarian operations, an avocation that
carried over into his retired life. There is no doubt that his career
required great sacrifice of personal and family time, for which the
Navy and nation should be grateful. His was certainly a career, and
life, that made a big difference for the better, for so many.

Rest in Peace Admiral McKinnon

Very respectfully,

Sam

On a personal note, Dan McKinnon was one of the most prolific
commentators on H-grams and Passing Notes, as recently as 18
June - as we discussed how he got the “V"” on his NAM while
stationed on an LPH - and going all the way back to my early H-
grams in 2017 on the Spanish American War, particularly the Battle
of Manila Bay and the aftermath of relations between the U.S. and
the Philippines. Dan was in my view, probably the most expert of
anyone on the history of the relationship between the U.S. and the
Philippines, the good and the bad. We collaborated (his role much
greater than mine) on his long-running effort to have the “Bells of
Balangiga” returned to the church in Samar from which they had
been taken by the U.S. Army in 1901 during the Philippine
Insurrection (a brutal war the U.S. has tried very hard, and
successfully, to forget, which cost far more lives than the Spanish-
American War (4,200 American, 20,000 Filipino combatants and
200-250K Filipino civilians.) The bells were returned in 2018. He
brought to my attention the story of Fireman 2/C Telesforo Trinidad,
the only Filipino awarded the Medal of Honor, for his heroism for
rescuing other sailors during the explosion of multiple boilers on the
armored cruiser USS SAN DIEGO in 1915 (shortly after the ship
evacuated my grandfather from Mexico). Dan convinced me to add
Trinidad to the list of ship name options that I provide to the
Secretary of the Navy (part of my job) and in May 2022 SECNAV
selected Telesforo Trinidad as the name for the future DDG-139, in



honor not only of Trinidad, but of so many Filipinos and Filipino-
Americans who have served so faithfully in our Navy. I was worried
the end might be near when a couple months ago he started asking
me for advice on what to do with “all my stuff.” He was not only an
extraordinary naval officer and a man of honor, he was a true
humanitarian who did so much for blind, disabled, orphans,
unemployed and otherwise downtrodden and disadvantaged

people. I will miss him, as I suspect will so many others.

Samuel J. Cox (SES)

RADM, USN (Ret)

Director of Naval History

Curator for the Navy

Director Naval History and Heritage Command



